Venous complications after intravenous injection of diazepam, flunitrazepam, thiopentone and etomidate.
The occurrence of phlebitis, thrombosis, and thrombophlebitis after intravenous premedication with diazepam (0.15 mg/kg) dissolved in propylene glycol (Valium) or in polyethylene glycol (Diapam) or flunitrazepam (0.0125 mg/kg), and after intravenous induction of balanced general anaesthesia with thiopentone (4.0 mg/kg) or etomidate (0.3 mg/kg) was studied on the 7th and 14th postoperative days in 115 patients undergoing short-stay varicose vein surgery. Venous complications occurred most frequently after etomidate (43% at 14 days), thiopentone (23% at 14 days), and Valium (21% at 7 days). Diapam caused fewer venous sequelae (9% at 14 days) than Valium (18% at 14 days), but the smallest number of complications were noticed after flunitrazepam (8% at 7 days and none at 14 days). Venous sequelae were more severe and more extended after thiopentone and after etomidate than those after the diazepam preparations. It is concluded that venous complications after flunitrazepam premedication were mild and infrequent and that the incidence of such complications was unacceptably high after etomidate induction.